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Alice in Wonderland 

Reading Questions Chapters 1-2

	1. As Alice is falling down the rabbit hole, she grabs hold of a jar.  A) What is on the label of the jar, B) What is inside of the jar, and C) What does she do with the jar?

	


	2. As Alice falls, she imagines she is falling through the center of the earth.  She states, “I wonder if I shall fall right through the earth! How funny it’ll seem to come out among the people that walk with their heads downwards! The antipathies I think –”  Antipathies is the wrong word.  Alice was trying to say “antipodes,” which means the polar opposite place on the globe.  

Define “antipathies.”  Imagine that her use of this word instead of “antipodes” is foreshadowing for what she experiences in Wonderland.  Describe what you think this will foreshadow.

	


	3. How does Alice physically get through the locked door.  We know that she ingests a variety of things she finds on the table that change her size, but what exactly gets her through the door.

	


	4. Alice imagines sending Christmas presents to something in Chapter 2 and writes directions.  What is it that she plans on sending a present to?

	


	5. Who does the White Rabbit say will be “savage if kept waiting”?

	


	6. One of the biggest themes of the book is revealed in Chapter 2 when Alice says, “‘Who in the world am I?’ Ah, that’s the great puzzle!”  Based on this, what do you think Alice’s entire adventure in Wonderland symbolizes?

	


	7. Alice attempts to recite one of her lessons and is unable to remember the correct words.  Instead of saying, “how doth the little busy bee improve each shining hour,” she says, “how doth the little crocodile improve his shining tail.”  She is also getting her geography all mixed up, saying that Paris is the capital of Rome and so on.  What does her inability to make sense indicate about the power of nonsense in Wonderland?

	


	8. What kind of animal does Alice meet in the water?  What does Alice say that offends this creature?

	


